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" The SLAF's bomb-truck®®
MiG-27M operations in Sk
with the war now com
need for ‘wide area -
a thing of the past.
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The need for a good air-to-air interceptor led the SLAF
to acquire four F-7GS in 2007. For this role the dou-
ble-delta winged F-7GS, flown by 5 Sqn, is equipped
with Chinese PL-5E air-to-air missiles. They have been
involved in several skirmishes with the Tamil Tigers Air
Wing Zlin 143s, with one being shot down by a F-7GS
in September 2009.

injured soldiers and civilians that had been caught
up in the battles. However in January, 6 Sqn and
its Mi-17s beat all squadron flying records for
recent years, by recording 354 hours transporting
troops into different locations — not bad when
- you consider that the total was split between six
crews. One pilot, a Flt Lt who was OC, Flying

month because of a lack of available personnel.
When you consider that much of this was done
n the dark, without night vision goggles (NVGs)
you get an idea on how skilled the SLAF pilots are.
The SLAF do not use NVGS in any of their aircraft,
much to the dismay of US personnel who were
recently in Sri Lanka for training purposes — not
o train the Sri Lankans but to be trained by the
Sri Lankans. According to one SLAF helicopter
pilot: “One US pilot was explaining that for
ome operations it would be best to operate at
3,500 feet with your night vision goggles on.
But when we told him ‘we don't use night vision
goggles and we fly at 50 feet in that role’ he
responded with ‘you guys are mad - | can't teach
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the flights involve the rescue of civilians. On April

no-fire‘ zone where Army troops were not allowed
o fire, to airlift fleeing civilian injured, according
o locals, by LTTE gunfire. Despite the risks
nvolved, the helicopters landed in the no-fire zone
at around 4 pm to evacuate nearly 200 severely
njured civilians to the Vavuniya and Anuradhaptra
hospitals for immediate treatment.

s 5

i earn to recognise the landmarks and lights as they
B ly their routes. SLAF aircrews have regularly risked
g their lives for Navy and Army: colleagues, whom
;"'é hey often know: personally. Pilots fly helicopters
£ it night into army. camps and other government

acilities to pick up seldiers under siege or to drop
off much needed food. There are many stories
of bravery within the SLAF that have never been
old, but once the conflict is over, these tales m

Training with 6 Sqn, flew a massive 119 hours that

e of thé helicopter ready to

Two air gunners sit either sii
fire at the enemy should the need arise. The Bell 212 air
gunner is probably one of the most dangerous jobs in

the world - even with the aid of body armour; it is still a
very risky way to earn a'living! Sadly several air gunners
the author has met over the years are ne longer with us.

ou anything’. So we ended up showing him our
metheds we use in our war.” These days much of

20, SLAF helicopters were flying in to the so called

Not having NVGs mean that the helitepter pi‘lots :

In recent months, the evacuation of injured civilians in the northeast of the isldnd has led to7 Sqn Be
around the clock. Here civilian casualties are dropped off at Anuradhapura'for transfer to a local |
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India’s Viemam

When the Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF)
tried to disarm all the various military groups
as a prelude to peace, it soon got dragged

into a battle with the LTTE. The Indian Army
found out to its cost — around 1200 lives during
1987-1990 - just how vicious the war was. In

one battle, the heads of Indian soldiers were
severed and stuck on poles along the road to
Jaffna. While the Indian Air Force may have
flown around 70,000 sorties mainly with Mi-8
Hips, Mi-25 Hinds and An 32 Clines during
the 32 month period, with no losses, it is
generally agreed that Operation Pawana was
ill-conceived and that the Indian Army was

| ill-prepared for such a conflict and it became

India’s own ‘Vietnam’. Once the Indians left,
the SLAF realised it would have to play a
bigger role in the fight against the LTTE, in

providing Close Air Support to the Army.




